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This winter, COR Enterprises received an amazing gift from the estate of a very 
remarkable Billings resident, Blanche Vavra.  Ms. Vavra, who passed away early in 
2008, left an estate of $2.3 million to 11 local organizations.  COR Enterprises   
received a $140,000 gift from that estate, a tremendous contribution to the New 
Building Fund. 

Ms. Vavra is a wonderful example of how one individual can make a huge differ-
ence in her community.  Many, upon hearing of the total donated to the Billings 
community, assume that Ms. Vavra was very affluent, perhaps sharing wealth she 
had inherited.  However, the reality is even more incredible. 

Blanche Vavra was born in 1916 to a working-class, frugal family.  She was only 17 
when her father died, leaving her to support herself and her mother, a Czech im-
migrant with limited English.  She spent her adult life working for the government 
in a moderate paying position.  However, even after her mother’s death in 1980, 
Ms. Vavra continued her life of scrimping and saving.  Family friends have re-
counted stories of her frugality, reusing everything, limiting her consumption of 
heat and utilities, even re-using vegetable seeds each summer in her garden. 

Working with the trust department at First Interstate Bank, Ms. Vavra created a 
list of charities to receive her estate.  In addition to COR Enterprises, recipients 
included the Boys and Girls Club of Billings/Yellowstone County, Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans, the Billings Food Bank and the United Way.  She choose recipients 
to represent a broad range of community needs – and only selected those that 
were very well run.  This was especially meaningful for COR, as the organization 
has always prided itself on delivering the very best services while providing strong 
financial management of its resources.   

Ms. Vavra’s legacy to COR Enterprises will live on not only in the new facility, but 
in the accomplishments of people with disabilities who are working in our com-
munity and living with dignity and independence.  Her gift was an amazing contri-
bution to COR and, more importantly, a recognition for nearly 40 years of work 
very well done. 
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GALA  AND AUCTION 2009: GROWING STRONG TOGETHER!GALA  AND AUCTION 2009: GROWING STRONG TOGETHER!GALA  AND AUCTION 2009: GROWING STRONG TOGETHER!GALA  AND AUCTION 2009: GROWING STRONG TOGETHER!    
    

The 4th Annual COR Enterprises Gala and Auction was held January 16, 2009 at the Billings Depot.  The evening kicked off with a 
silent auction of over 45 items, followed by a delightful buffet of appetizers and treats provided by Tiny’s Tavern.  Karen Kenney, 
mother of Michael, a COR Quality Life Academy participant and small business owner, delivered a heartfelt presentation on the 
impact COR has made in Michael’s life.  After her heartfelt remarks – which left few dry eyes in the crowd, Scott Atwood of CTA, 
the architect for the new COR facility, showed the crowd of over 200 guests the many changes and improvements that the new 
building will offer participants. 

Marc Moraniec of KTVQ again generously offered to host the live auction, which featured nearly twenty items, including original 
art, handcrafted woodwork, trips, antiques and jewelry.  Bidding was very high spirited and resulted, along with individual dona-
tions, ticket sales and proceeds from the live auction, in over $8000 raised for the New Building Fund, an increase from 2008. 

Mark Owens passed away on Sunday July 26, 2009 at the age of 47.  Mark was a valued worker at 
COR Enterprises since 1983.  In his 26 years with COR, Mark worked on numerous crews and con-
tracts.  He was a hard worker who took pride in all he did.  All who knew him will miss Mark’s ener-

getic personality and wonderful sense of humor. 

 

Mark is survived by his caring and dedicated family:  Mom, Beverly; his sisters, Nancy Jenson and 
Amy (Randy) Dangerfield; numerous nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins and by his special 

family at Granger Group Home. 

Mark’s life touched many people and he will be remembered fondly by all. 

COR WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES  AND INDIVIDUALS WHO CONTRIBUTED  

TO THE SUCCESS OF THE EVENT: 
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Marc Moraniec 

Karen Kenney 
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If you would like to make a donation to the COR Enterprises Building 
Fund, please fill out the enclosed envelope with your tax-deductible contri-
bution.  You can also donate online (via “PayPal”) by visiting the donations 
page on our website at www.corenterprises.com.  You will be helping to 
make the dream of a safer and more dignified facility for persons with dis-
abilities a reality! 
 

Welcome New Staff MembersWelcome New Staff MembersWelcome New Staff MembersWelcome New Staff Members    
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COR IN THE COMMUNITY: 

 DARRELL STEPHENS 

In May 2009, COR consumer Darrell Stephens received an award from 
Billings Area Rescue Kare (BARK) as Volunteer of the Month.  He has 

been assisting at BARK for a year.  He helps shelter staff by providing the 
dogs with extra attention and love.  He goes two days a week and has 
helped many dogs learn to trust human again so they can be placed in 
new homes.  He is very proud of his accomplishment, as are all of us at 

COR Enterprises.  He plans to continue volunteering twice a week.  We all 
wish him the best in his community work! 

QUALITY LIFE CHOICES ACADEMYQUALITY LIFE CHOICES ACADEMYQUALITY LIFE CHOICES ACADEMYQUALITY LIFE CHOICES ACADEMY    

 KICKS OFF AT COR ENTERPRISES KICKS OFF AT COR ENTERPRISES KICKS OFF AT COR ENTERPRISES KICKS OFF AT COR ENTERPRISES    
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Congratulations Donna…. 

Donna Scott retired from COR Enterprises on July 24, 2009.  Donna served as COR’s business manager 
since 1997.  Donna was extremely hardworking, competent and dedicated.  The organization benefited 

greatly from her expertise over the years and we wish all the best in her well-deserved retirement. 



WOMEN’S RUN 
Over 30 COR consumers, staff and volunteers gathered together on Saturday, May 9 for the 28th Annual 
Women’s Run.  This event is especially meaningful for our clients with developmental disabilities, who greatly 
enjoy the chance to interact with so many women in our community.  It is also a wonderful opportunity, made 
possible by Pat Jaffray’s generous support, for COR clients to contribute to the community.  Throughout the 
year, COR organizes many volunteer opportunities for consumers, who love giving back to Billings!  Rather than 
always being the recipient of volunteer services, these opportunities give clients the chance to take a more 
active and involved role in the local community.  Again, many thanks to Ms. Jaffray for her support of this excit-
ing event! 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 

    

Going green?  This year, COR staff, consumers and volunteers lit up the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade with a bevy of festive cos-
tumes and celebratory smiles.  Two COR buses and a large group of walkers generated a roar of applause and support from the 
crowd at every turn.  Consumers cheered, mixed and mingled with friends and family in the crowd, and many others “wearing the 
green” asked questions about COR Enterprises or expressed support for the great work done by the entire COR team!  It was a 
beautiful day and a great way to both celebrate and raise awareness. 

 

VAN DONATION 
COR Enterprises received a very special holiday gift in December 2008!  Gary Habel, of Billings, generously donated 
his 1998 Ford Windstar mini-van for use in community employment and Supported Living programs.  The vehicle, 
which is in excellent condition, makes a wonderful addition to COR and will help countless clients and consumers in 
their employment and independent living goals.  Again, our deepest gratitude to Mr. Habel for his gracious donation. 

NEW BUILDING UPDATE: Still Growing Strong Together 
COR continues to make progress on the new facility.  January’s Annual Gala and Auction was quite successful, but national and local economic problems mean we 
still very much need your support.  The current facility continues to face major health and safety problems that will become serious issues in the coming months, 
issues that will continue to deeply impact our consumers.  Anyone who has toured or spent time at the building at 200 South 24th Street can attest to the need for a 
much more welcoming, spacious and comfortable facility for people with severe and/or multiple disabilities to spend their workday.  In addition, the Career Guid-
ance Center is now experiencing severe overcrowding to accommodate all the staff needed there for job coaching, placement and Supported Living programs. 

There are many ways to help improve employment opportunities and independent living for our clients.  Please consider one or more of the following: 

Make an individual, corporate or memorial donation to the New Building Fund (see the enclosed envelope or call Tony Cline at 248-9115 x128). 

Invite a representative from COR to share our mission and experiences with your service club, church, workplace, or networking group.  We can also provide 
information for families of teens/young adults with disabilities, updates on the Americans with Disabilities Act, and share incentives and special pro-
grams making it easier to hire people with disabilities.  Individuals and groups are ALWAYS WELCOME to schedule a tour of our current facilities – learn 
more about the work we do and why a new building is such a high priority for our consumers’ health and quality of life. 

Talk to a friend or colleague about making an individual, corporate or foundation gift. 

If you are a customer of COR’s shredding, mailing, small assembly, janitorial or wood shop services, tell a friend about your great experiences getting top-
notch work at a reasonable price while supporting employment for people with severe disabilities. 

Consider utilizing the Career Guidance Center (256-8160) as a resource for hiring new staff.  Tax credits, training subsidies, job coaching and other programs 
may be available. 

Donate furniture, household items or appliances to our Supported Living Program, so that people with disabilities living independently can furnish their 
homes.  Our Quality Life Choices Program also needs games, balls and some sports equipment, and other recreational items. 

Donate your time by leading a short, one-time class on health, fitness, cooking, life skills, arts and crafts, music, dance or another topic.  Staff can assist you in 
preparing your session and will be able to help during your presentation. 

If you are in the building, furnishing or office equipment business, we would love to discuss in-kind donations for our new building as well.  All types of assis-
tance are welcome and we are delighted to discuss any and all ideas. 
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Janitorial Services at your business...Call Gloria (Ext #136) for a free quote 

Complete Mailing Services and Confidential Document Shredding...Call Diane (Ext #133) 

Woodworking services...Call Tony B (Ext #122) 

COR JANITORIAL DEPARTMENT 
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